
 

Woodland District 50 Coronavirus Update March 12, 2020 
 
Dear Woodland Families, 
 
At Woodland District 50, the safety and well-being of our students and staff is our top priority. We continue to 
monitor the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) very closely, and we are committed to providing regular 
updates to the community. Yesterday we learned that the World Health Organization has declared the 
Coronavirus a pandemic, and the first Coronavirus case was confirmed in Lake County. Woodland District 50 
is working diligently on our preparedness plans and considering a variety of scenarios in the event the virus 
appears in our school community. We are closely monitoring the latest updates and will continue to seek 
guidance from public health officials. 
 
What is District 50 doing?   

● Pandemic Plan/School Closures: We are updating the district pandemic plan and meeting with 
administrators, and representatives from the schools and department service areas (Health Office, 
Teaching and Learning, Operations & Facilities, Transportation) to plan the district response for 
possible scenarios should we need to close school. Possible scenarios include using an emergency 
closure day for deep cleaning if there is a potential connection to a suspected case, or up to a 14-day 
closure if there is a confirmed case in our school community. There are five emergency days built into 
the school calendar. If we need to close for an extended time, we will use the emergency days and 
make them up according to the approved 2019-2020 school calendar.  

● E-Learning/Distance Learning: District 50 is developing distance learning options for closures 
anticipated to extend longer than five days. The district is working to prepare grade level educational 
resources for families to work on at home. 

● Student Absences: If families decide to keep students home in response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, the absences will be excused. There will be no academic or educational consequence for 
missing work during this time. 

● Cleaning: In response to Coronavirus, we are updating cleaning procedures based on public health 
guidance, increasing the frequency of cleaning, and ordering additional supplies. 

● Prevention: All schools are reinforcing “Clean, Cover and Contain” practices with students, making 
sure classrooms have access to hand sanitizer and providing more time for hand washing.  

● Facility Usage: In order to mitigate the risk of exposure of COVID-19 to our students while schools 
remain open, the District is taking preventative action by cancelling all outside facility rentals which 
bring visitors into our school buildings March 13 through Spring Break. 

● Public Health Guidance: District 50 is working closely with government partners, and seeking 
guidance and direction from the Lake County Health Department, the Illinois Department of Public 
Health, the CDC and the Illinois State Board of Education. 

● Communication: District 50 is committed to communicating with families as new information becomes 
available. We have also created a resource page on the district website for Coronavirus information. 
https://www.dist50.net/coronavirus  

 



 

What can you do at home?  
● Continue to take precautions to keep your family healthy:  

○ CLEAN hands with soap and water or hand sanitizer 
○ COVER coughs and sneezes 
○ CONTAIN illness by limiting your exposure to sick people, and staying home when you are ill 

(student absences will be excused) 
● Consult a health care professional if you experience COVID-19 symptoms (fever/cough/shortness of 

breath), if you become ill within 2-14 days of travel, or if you have been in contact with a person who is 
diagnosed with COVID-19.  

● In the event that Woodland schools are required to close, we encourage all parents to develop plans 
now for your children. Unlike winter weather-related closures, school districts may need to close for one 
or two weeks. We understand this would create a hardship for many of our families, especially if we are 
required to close with very little advanced notice.  

● Help your student clean their chromebook regularly (as well as phones and other personal devices) 
● Sign up to receive LCHD email updates.  

 
Spring Break Travel? 
Due to recent acceleration of Coronavirus transmission globally, and in accordance with current federal 
guidance, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) recommends the following: 

● Anyone returning from a location with sustained widespread transmission (CDC Travel Warning of 
Level 3) should not attend school for 14 days after the return date. The travel guidelines are changing 
rapidly and we encourage you to check the CDC site daily. 

● For more information, visit the CDC's Before You Travel Tips.  
● If you are traveling for Spring Break, please consider letting your school nurse or principal know of your 

travel plans. This information will help the District prepare if additional areas are put under travel 
advisories in the upcoming days. 

 
We know that you have questions and concerns, and there is conflicting information out there. Let us reassure 
you that we are putting the health and safety of your children first. This is a rapidly changing situation and we 
will do our best to keep you informed as we learn more. For more frequent updates please visit our website, 
which we can be updated in real time. Thank you for your continued trust in Woodland as we work to respond 
to this global pandemic.  
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